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Statement by Rep. Jim Leach (R-IAj 

At the Joint Hearing 

On Gooworoft Mission to Chlnn 

Doc* 13. 1980 

Mr. Chairman, first let mo express my thanks for your extending 
tho courtesy of allowing a minority chosen witness, Professor Barnett. 
to tostiiy. As the Committee knows. Doak Barnett is one of America's 
loading Sinologists. 

Mr. Chairman, no political party, no philosophical grouping has 
a monopoly on tucL'snat'on. The conservative wing of the Republican 
Party, the llboral wing of the Democratic Party, tho moderate center 
have reflocted unanimous appall at the indefcnniblc suppreosion of 
democratio dloocnt by tho current government in Beijing. 

What ta at issue today, however, is not a question of indignation, 
but of Judgment — how America can play a constructive role in 
moderating Chinese policies and liberalizing Chinese institutions. If the 
history of the past several decades is a guide, almost every U.5. effort 
to isolate China had accentuated xenophobic nationalism on the 
mainland. On the other hand, almost every U.S. step toward 
constructive dialogue with Beijing has been met with a liberalised 
response. 

This Congreso and this Administration have no intention of 
kowtowing to illegitimate Chinese actions. This Congress and this 
Administration, however, have on obligation to the Chinese people to 
take whatever clops that stand the best chance of lifting their 
government's yoke of political oppression. 

In the fl rp l measure, the high-visibility gambit of General Scowcroft 
and Secretary Eagleburger may bo considered a test of the efficacy of 
outside parties helping extricate a proud nation from an embarrassing 
corner. President Bush is prudentially betting that an historically 
xenophobic China is more likely to temper its stridency at home and 
abroad if it isn't perceived to be capitulating to the pressure of foreign 
poTTcrc. 

Here it must be stressed that the only political system that fits 
economic free enterprise is political free expression reflected in 
governmental Institutions of, by, and for the people. Advancing freely 
associated economio ties with the West has only one political side 
oflect: it builds bridges to democracy. Isolating China economically 
runs a far greater risk of assuring oppression than advancing 
democracy. 

In moat circumstances in international affairs it is preferable to 
havo open covenants openly arrived at. On rare occasions, however, 
administrations reflect raro wisdom by refusing to articulate on their 
own behalf oil the reasons for oil the policies for which they are 
responsible. Tho very nature of today's Chinese conundrum makes 
restraint — Le.. public in articulation — a greater virtue than self-serving 
rationalisations. Tet tlilo Congress must take notice that this President 
la not rUk-avoroa, that ho li prepared to lead America according to a 
strong vision — even If his leadership brooks certain criticism. 

Alas, parti n an confrontation hnn again surfaced in U.B. policies 
toward China, but loot there be doubt, it should be emphasised that 
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this time it U the Democratic Party that appear, to prefer lA»n\ nr1 t,*i 

My own view la thmt given the enormity of the chnnue t.fcir,* „i * 
Whey professional to occupy the White House. La ten™ of the 

^ K;. 0f C ° 1 ^? U ^i m ,i n EoBtem Eu *°P« ^d our warmlim relations 
with Moscow, this President I. Bending a signal that. while the Uai?ed 
Gtatca is the world's pr.«t»t military power and pr emlnenr«ymbo of 
Western values, a policy of tfolnfl-lt-aione 1b fraught with danger: either 
becoming isolated ourselves or seeking a perilous Isolation of others. 

Aa tho British historian B.H. Llddell Hart noted: "Never corner an 
opponent, and always utlit him to onrc his face. Put yourself in his 

m^V" iiS? t0 "" , thta *» t^ugh Wo eye B . Avoid self- rightcousneao 
like tho dovtt - nothing do oelf-bllndins, M ^ 

It U ironic how liberals for twentjr yesr* hiel^-d op the wisdom of 
public reoosnlUon of Mao Zedong's China and now object to serious 
quiet discussions with Dentf Xiaoping'a government. The government of 
it cS^t P ba P &SJS. ° p P re " lvo - «V lack democratic legitimacy, but 

It is also ironic how those liberals who've pressed so assiduously for 
arms control In U.B.-BoWet relations; for consultation La 
U B.-y etnamoto relations; and for understanding In U.B.-relatlons with 
the full diversity of nations In Latin America, appear in this instance to 
prefer a posture of rhetorical belligerency toward a formidable nu^ear 
power rather than firm, principled dialogue. 

In this context, several observations are (n order: 

First, given the concern of Congress for security of the state of 
Israel, it should be noted that the day after General Scowcroft left 
SmTrsi " ? nfi , ™i" d " tromcl 7 important nonprollferaUon imues 
^. ^\ ,* nlOr c J adcrflhl P< th « C^«e Foreign Ministry publicly 
declared that it would not sell medium range M-9 missiles to Syria. 

8econd. given tho concern of Congresi for America's negative 
baWa of trade, the obvious demands underlining: no responsible 
American leader can believe that our national economic interests are 
aorved by waging psychological siege warfare with a stubborn and 
sencocent Chinese leadership. 

nnr+ .^ d ; Sl J° n th ° <: * cm of Congress for Aalon regional issues. 
Paxticularly Korea and Cambodia, no responsible aomUou is likely 
without a constructive Washington-Beijing dialogue. 

m^' ^^f™ 1 - t* 1 ™* "© aU compelling concerns and reasons for 
high-level U.S. conaultaUons with China, consultations which I am 

«Sn Wr °, M J a th ° Aoeric,a flId * '°y ethical professionals who 
roflcotod firm American concerns and solid American values. 

*u Jf. ^ 1 * ^SnULtmtiy moderates over the course of the next vear 
SS""' TV* ^"ted: if not. the Admlnl.t»Uoa ™. i?rf.k 
to BdSS* 8 * " P B t0 lefiIUmiE0 a l0 » than legitimate «fiim? 

the ^\°IV Ju ) dffI ? Cnt *bt°*7 will render, a new President has within 
the acope of a single year firmly enoconaed himself as the central 

GoX £ "^ "" WCflt toward a now " curi *7 dialogue with the 
oSfuo^i£ f h "7 Ct f flt ? SlC dla J; 8ue ^ th ChJ ^ n ' ""> * new economic 
SSShi^nol! d0TeI ° Pln « WOrld ' -""k««U m t y be in question, but 

- 30 - 



